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LOST WITH

CRUISER

French Auxiliary Warship De-

stroyed in the Mediterran

ean Sea acd Only 870 of

1800 Aboard Are Saved

Parts, Feb. 29. More than 1,000
men are believed to have perished

when tho French auxiliary cruiser

Provence, carrying 1,800, tank Sat-

urday In tbe Mediterranean.
Official announcement by tbe min-

istry of marine today told of 196
landed at Malta and 400 otbera at
the Greek laland of Melos.

A later official statement aald tbat
170 were aaved, waking the missing
round 1,000.

Ten boat now at the acena are
continuing tbe search for otber sur-
vivors, '

Parli, Feb. 10. Tbe mlnlatry of
marine announced today tbat tbe
French auxiliary crulaer Provence
bad been aunk Saturday In the Med-

iterranean.
Two hundred and ninety-si- x men

of ber crew were landed at Malta.

Tbe Provence dispatches did not
state whether the dliaater waa due
to a aubmarlne, a mine or an acci-

dent, though It la known that sub-narln- ea

are operating In tbe Med-
iterranean, aa tbe British ateamer
Faanet and a Swedish ablp were re-

cently torpedoed there.
Tbe Provence la believed to be the

pitlatlal liner formerly In tbe trans-Atlant- ic

aervice, but more recently
on admiralty duty. That vessel waa

of 18,000 torn and 600 feet long.

There la also a battleship Pro-

vence and a 4,000-to- n ateamer
rrovence, but obviously from tbe de-

scription tbe aunken liner was

neither of thcie.
Tbe Provence probably waa car-

rying troopa either to or from Sal-onlk- t.

Malta and Meloa, the land- -

ing polnta. are six hundred miles
apart. It Is likely the vessel sank
between Malta and the Greek west
coast.

V1LLISTAS MURDER

ANOTHER AMERICAN

Washington, Feb. 29.- - Orover C.

Varnan American, was murdored
last nht in hla home 25 miles north

of Durerigjcty10!00. "by Vllllstas, ac-

cording
'

to state department advices
today, No other details were given.

Department reports said labor con-

ditions In Mexico City are "some-

what threatening," that soldiers are
ready to prevent strikes, and that
conditions are bollovod to be due to
monetary troubles.

The general political situation was
reported comparatively quiet, al-

though some (progress Is bolng made
against the Zapatistas.

ANOTHICIl MUNITION PLANT
IlflLDINd BLOWN IT

Woburn, Mass., Fob. 29. 'With an
explosion audible for fifty miles, tbe
Now England Manufacturing com- -

pany's trinitrotoluol 'building blow

up enrly today. The warning rum bio

allowed 100 workers to escape, nnd
only one, showered with flying bricks,
was Injurod. v

The property loss was placed at
$50,000.

The company, engaged In munition
work for tho allies, had been threat-no- d

recently and has had Its plant

tinder close guard.

GUI LOSS III

VERDUN ran
IITil 45,11

London, Fob. 19. More than 45,-00- 0

Oermana have been killed In the
Verdun offensive, according to an

Amsterdam dispatch today.

How terrible the butchery Is waa

evidenced from tho report tbat tbe
remnants of eight Oerman regiments
reformed only a single regiment.

Eight thousand German corpses
were reported found on a two-mi- le

front alone. Endlesa tralna of wound
ed are streaming Into Mets, while tbe
nospltals at Coblents, Treves, Co-

logne and otber cities are filled to
overflowing.

The Amsterdam report said tbat
tbe Douaamont fort had been bom-

barded for hours before it was wreck
ed. The French occupants held to
their posts resolutely' while tbe fort
was disintegrating. Repeatedly
tbey halted the Brandeburg men's
desperate aasaulta and withdrew only
when Oerman dead lay In heaps la
front of the position.

Tbe French destroyed more than
40 Oerman cannon grouped for a
heavy assault opposite Bras.

KA.SEfiWILHELHIS

WiTliESS AT BATTLE

Parla. Feb. 29. Standing on a bill
tour miles north of Fort Doaaumont,
Kaiser Wllhelm watched for six
hours the struggle there, according
to German prisoners today.

8heota of rain and enow whipped
ttm emu!, driven bv a raw wind.
Staff officers, fearful for the kaiser I

because of hla recent Illness, urged
him not to expose himself.

But he held to his post. Protected i

by a heavy coat, he refused to beed
their advice.

Intently be gated through hla
field glasses until tbe men of Bran
denburg had stormed the fort. Be
fore bis view lay a panorama of
frightful execution. Whole batta--1

lions melted under the Are of the
Fernch guns before the Teuton how .1

(tiers silenced the Douaumont bat--

terles.
In the village and on the plain out

Jldo the (fort hand-to-han- d combata
now rage, They are over piles or
dend. Bholl craters are graves of

J brave men and the weight of cada-

vers has crushed many wounded

soiaiurs.
Foomen and defenders are mingled

In death under a mantle of snow. The
slaughter to the norm or me rep- -

per heights" equals that of Douau -

mont. The French command every

foot of the approach, while an In- -

ferno of shrapnel and shells "bursts
over the plain. , ,

Not even behind tbe parapets of,

oeaa coma iv"'vance with tneir inrantry. '4;ney are--,

however, (bringing up guns, plan-

ning to silence tbe French artillery.
The number of prisoners taken by

the French is comparatively mtll.

More

alleged to have served with
mashed potatoes made Mike Ades
business good that police grew

why Mike faced
a charge of violating the poison

today.

MEMBER CALIFORNIA
SENATE BEAD

Fob. 29.
a ibrleffllnnssrJdomtnlck Deban,

member of senate of
legislature, died today at his

home here. ' THs "Condition had not
been seYlous by relatives
or friends.
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Teutons Shift Attack Against French Fortress Frca the

East, Allies Wa
acd a Decisive Balile fcr the Is

Along the; Entire Western Front

London, Feb. 29. shift-fn- g

their attack, the Oermana are

swinging tbelr men against Verdun

from east, thereby to

squeeze out the Verdun defenders by

a threat of envelopment

The Berlin war office today an-

nounced tbe capture of villages to

southeast In tbe new drive

an along the whole front
northeast and east of Verdun.

Seventeen thousand prisoners
were taken.

Paris admitted tbe loss of Man- -
beulles southeast of Verdun, but
claimed German attacks elsewhere
had been repelled, that tbe
French now have a ring about

Chargea around con
tinue. Dead men still litter the path-
way.

Berlin claimed capture of armor
ed works of
in addition to taking Manheulles,

and part of a
trench injho new f

Amsterdam reports today placed
German dead at 45,000. Estim-

ates of the total dead, wounded
missing In the Verdun drive run to
at least 160,000.

frightful losses, critics be--

caused the kaiser to order
(cessation of roasaed assaults upon tbe
veraun ions ror me new enori to

em by heavy attacks from
east.

London, Feb. 29. A decisive battle
for the Verdun fortress is about to
begin.

Checked at "Pepper heights." the
Germans are moving up heavy artil

U. S. CITIZENS IN

DAtlGER

Washington, Feb. 29. American
ctUong are ln mtl8 Immediate

gef from the Xeuton suomarlne carn

pa,Ka aKftln8t amed enemy merchant
M startlng officials

here agree4 todajr Formulating of
th Xmerlcan po,lcy toward tne new

'situation, however, awalta receipt of
mM. evidence to support the

claim that England Issued
secret orders to attack

of Ambassador von
Bernstorff that Germany not
make unwarned attacks against

Mri ,M at today's cab

keep Americans out of the danger
sone. Without surrendering
abridging the American right to
travel without harm, this govern-

ment Is not prepared to Insist that
citizens may travel on ships tbat
have been ordered to act on the of-

fensive.

Tho administration deslrei to rec- -

ognlze public congressional sen- -

tlment, which opposes 'a break with
the contral powrs, at same
time Is anxious 'to maintain every
right accorded to a neutral under .in-

ternational law.
In these circumstances, govern- -

ment is prepared to announce the

for the snomng is so wrriDie mat ,net ,eR80n.
German groups sre cut u indicated that the ad-t- o

pieces they can reach the neitner respond to
French linos to surrender. thft ,atMt Qerman word nor frame a

new policy until the Gorman 'orders

MORPHINE A BOOSTER come he,re.

Meantime, It Is assured that the
San Feb. 29. Morphine1 administration will find a to

been
'

so the
suspicious, That's

state
law
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OF HUH

JJ--
Threatenisgthe SOTcidngHoye-cec- t,

Strc:ghc!j

Ccamencfcg

Suddenly

advance'

Douaa-
mont.

Douaamont

northwest Douaumont.

Champion Badonvllller
campaign,

tomorrow,

submarines.
Assurances

presented

surrounded
mlnU)lraU(m

BUSINESS

mnclsco,

considered

lery to blast away, the , armored
trenches oh the heights that bar far-

ther advance from the north. "

, While an Indescribable Slaughter
continues in tbe rulna of the Douau-- J

mont fortress, the Germans are feel
lng out the lines along a hundred'
mile front

Indications are that tbe whole
western front may auddenly burst In
to flames. ,

As for the Verdun front Itself,
Paris reported a slackening of the
German artillery Are along tbe eight-mil- e

line of ruin to tbe northeast of
tbe fortress. This la due to the shlft--
lng of artillery and the bringing np

of' reserves to replace regiments
blotted out during the past week's
saturnalia of destruction. y

Meanwhile, Paris Is coolly confi-

dent tbat Verdun will never fall
through a frontal attack over the
"Pepper heights." The feeling is
that the kaiser already despairs of
victor there, and is either searching
out a new road to Parte through the
Champagne or preparing to renew
the Fresnes attack. The tide Is about
to turn to tbe French arms, Paris
believes.

According to 8wiss advices, the
Verdun attack, despite Its appalling
destruction of life, is merely a di-

version.

These dispatches declare the Ger-

mans are albout to hammer at a point
between Koyon and St. Quentln, 1 are-l- y

60 miles northeast of Paris, in
an effort to reach the French capital.

Estimates of the German dead in
the early Verdun attacks run to 30,-00-0

or more, while experts venture
no estimate of the wounded, other
than that the total runs into tbe tens
of thousands.

110

danger of traveling on offensively- -

armed merchant ships, should the
state department decide that the
promised evidence proves Germany's
contentions as to the character of
armament. ' 11

But until this alleged proof ar-

rives, tbe administration Is not plan-
ning any further move with either
the entente or the central allies, un-

less Americans are endangered or
Injured. .

Secretary of State Lansing con-

ferred with President Wilson at 10

o'clock over the latest Berlin com
munication. ,

Before entering the conference at
the White House, Lansing was ask-

ed if the facts warranted the optim-

ism of morning newspaper reports of
the situation. He replied that these
stories were unjustified and that be
probably would Issue a atatement
about It during the day.

Lansing was Impatient with cer-

tain statements accredited to the
state department indicating that the
Gorman negotiations had reached a
satisfactory point.

"I have not commented nor given
an opinion about the matter," he said
ln a formal statement. "Any state- -

ment of the department's views Is un- -

'authorised."
His statement was provoked (by

morning paper publication of what
purported to be a paraphrase of the
latest German memorandum.

The cabinet debated whether
Amrlcans could be warned from

TRAVELIIIb Qtt THE SEA

Ml BERIISTDRFF PI RRF flFAl
IS REBUKED 8

j nn

Washington, Feb. 21. Secretary
of State Lansing today again directly
rebuked Ambassador Ton Bernstorff
for Improper publicity 'work In the
German-America- n diplomatic situa
tion. In a formal statement he de
clared that morning paper reports of
the contents 'of 'Germany's latest
memorandum had not been made
public by himself or by the state de
partment, and that they had not ex-

pressed his view on the memoran-
dum. Morning papers had printed
what purported to be a paraphrase
of the memorandum.' ' -

TREK IS

Petrograd, Feb. 29. --The Turks
are hastily evacuating' Trebizond and
neighboring cities before the Russian
advance, according ' to Tiflls dis
patches today.

The movement of one Russian
force westward along the Bhusrsea
shore, , through Rlzh, nd ' another
northwestward from Erxerum forced
the evacuation. ; r ryi ..!.--

Saturday's official statement said
the Russians were within CO miles Of

tho city. ' .,...-

Trebixdnd Is 'a seaport of Asiatic
Turkey on the eastern' part of the
Black sea1 coast. 120 miles north
west of Erxerum".' It is perched on a
plateau-lik- e height, with ' rocky
slopes on two sides.- - Walls and a
castle of the middle ages flank it
Several days ago It was reported that
the Christian population, which lived
outside the walls, had fled hurriedly.

The drive for Trebfiond followed
the Russian capture of Erxerum.

MOXDELL OF WTOSnXG '
CRITICIZES PRESIDENT

Washington, Feb. 29. Despite the
efforts of the administration to keep
out of congress any discussion of the
controversy with Germany over her
armed enemy merchant vessel decree,
Congressman Mondell of Wyoming
bitterly criticized the president to
day, 'saying In part:

"President Wilson strikes a pose
of mock heroism," he declared.
"When did it become so sacred an
American right to ride on an armed
belligerent ship?'

WASHINGTON: LUMBER
MILLS INCREASE WAGES

Aberdeen, Wash.," Feib. 29. Sev
eral lumber mills today announced
an Increase of wages beginning to
morrow. It was also ' stated that
four logging camps which have teen
shut down for many months will be
started early In March. Five hun
dred men will be given employment
ln these camps. '

armed belligerent ships without
abridging American rights, but
reached no conclusion.

The state department had no
knowledge, of the reported seizure at
Falmouth of the additional German
evidence on Its way to prove that
England had' Issued orders to her
merchant commanders to ram and
sink submarines. v

It this has been confiscated, the
state department would accept a de-

claration from Ambassador Gerard
that he has seen the evidence as a
basis for assuming that Americans
traveling on ships armed under these
orders could not expect the protec-

tion of this government. -

Lansing declared that the Lusl-tan- la

case can not be settled until
the armed ship decree Is disposed of,
and that this settlement hinges upon
the missing appendices. Gerard.
probably will 'be asked how these
were forwarded.

Etca Men Orerfr&ii-pz- j
femzi Frc3 Lip-t:r-s

cf Iwciy" Era Co.
h

The negotiations which have been
In progress for several weeks past
leading to the transfer of the Queen
of Bronze copper mine from the; Tutt '
estate to a new company haveteen
finally closed, and the new owners
are in charge of the property Tho
terms of the sale are not yet made
public, but the mine la of proven
value and ita sale represents a trans-
action running 'into large' figures.
The purchasers ''Include 'members
from the firm of the Twohy Brothers
company and friends whs hav been
Interested, in the mine, John Hamp-
shire of the company paving been,
largely instrumental' in the organi-
sation of 'the company for' the pur
chase of the miner Judge Twohy and
the younger members' of the firm are .
also stockholders in the new or-

ganisation. JV' i
In takinfc charge of the Qtieen of

Bronze ' and J,the other adjoining
claims that form the group, the com-pa- n'

has engaged "Roy - Clark, "of
Spokane, a well known mining en-
gineer, to direct its operation,, and
he is now on the ground. It is pro-
posed by the new people to operate
the mine upon an ' extensive scale,
and preparations are now being made
for the placing of a force of men at
work, ;. ,: , .

For the past two years the Queen
of Bronze has been under lease from
the Tutt estate to Tucker & James,
tbe lessees now being engaged in
hauling ore from the mine to the ter-
minus of the new railroad at Waters
creek. Tucker & James now have
some 50 tons of ore already mined,
and they will complete the hauling
and shipment of this. ;. ;

The Queen of Bronse has a large
amount of development work, and
has been the heaviest producer In
the Waldo district ' It has well
defined bodies of high-gra- de ore, tbat
hauled by wagon and truck giving
from 15 to 25 per cent of copper aa
well as values in gold. For years the
mine has produced ore tbat would
stand the long haul of 40 miles by
wagon to Grants Pass, and then rail
shipment to the Smelters at Kennett,
Cat; and Tacoma. With the com
pletion of the railroad now being
built by tbe Twohy company the mine
can stand development upon a most
extensive scale for its ores can then
be loaded directly upon the cars and
the ores of lower grade can sIbo be
shipped. " v .' ':'

GERMAN MAJOR FROM FRISCO
AWARDED IROX CROSS

San Francisco, Feb. 29. The Iron
Cross of the First Class has been
awarded to Baron Henry von Schroe-de-r,

formerly of this city, now a
German major, according to word re
ceived here today. '

6 MINERS KILLED

IN AN EXPLOSION

Kempton, Maryland, Feib. 29. Six
miners are reported to have been
killed in an explosion In the Davis
mine.

A number of persons waa Injured
and SS are reported still entombed.
Twenty-si- x unhurt men brought out
six bodies following a terrific dust
explosion.


